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The Year in Review 
Given our school’s background with iPads over the past three years and the reliable network of PCs in classrooms, it made sense for us to try 

to take advantage of this by applying for a position as a Teacher Development School (TDS) in Digital Technologies (digitech).  The success 

of our application allowed for significant upskilling of teachers and an exploration of how to best weave digitech through the curriculum.  From 

this we then developed an outreach programme where we shared our knowledge and expertise with other teachers and schools.  We were 

also successful in being selected to participate in the Teachers Can Code project that, again, saw identified teachers being trained to run 

curriculum workshops, upskilling others in our school and then reaching out to other schools to run workshops for staff.  As part of the TDS 

programme we were required to be part of the Innovations Partnerships project.  Our school identified its project as ‘Digitech and Outdoor 

Learning’ – investigating the role digital technologies could play in the outdoor classroom.  The goal of this overall project is to share your 

learning with other teachers and schools.  We are hopeful that what we learn will not only be useful to other teachers, but open up new learning 

opportunities to the children. 

 

Last year (2017) was the first year we gave NAPLAN On-Line a trial run (as part of the larger trial schools programme 

across Australia).  The trial was continued into 2018 as there were still some issues with the roll-out.  Our school did 

all assessments (apart from Year 3 Writing) on-line with the other trial schools across Australia.  As this group 

represented a small (but growing) percentage of schools, ACARA would not make a comparison between schools who 

performed the assessments on paper with those who performed it electronically.  Due to this our performance in 

NAPLAN has been presented differently this year than in previous reports. 

 

We successfully applied for a grant to upgrade our Science capabilities in the school.  This grant will provide us with 

$25 000.00 for equipment and facilities.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to access the funds until 2020 – but it is 

good to know that they are there and that we have time to consider how to make the most of the grant.  The school 

also applied for a Maker Space grant of $5 000.00 and was successful in doing so.  As we do not have a dedicated 

room to set up a Maker Space, the funds will go into supporting a mobile option that will bring materials and other resources to the classroom.  

This funding will become available in 2019. 

 

Our school continues to be involved in the CHAT (Changing Health Actions Together) programme, which 

was developed by the School Drug Education and Road Aware (SDERA) project.  We received a Bronze 

award last year and have received the Silver award in this year’s CHAT awards for valuing the health and 

wellbeing of our school community and implementing a whole-school approach to resilience, drug and road 

safety education.  We will work toward Gold in 2019. 

 

As part of another PALS (Partnership Acceptance Learning Sharing) grant, we have been able to continue 

to improve our Harmony Garden, maintaining a focus upon aspects of Aboriginal culture.  Carvings of native 

animals and hands have been added to logs and stumps in the garden as well as QR code links to student 

writing and research.  The garden will continue to develop and take shape over the next few years so that it 

can be a place of clam and curiosity. 
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We have continued our focus on providing the children in our school with a range of experiences to meet, as best we can, their diverse needs 

and interests.  The following pages will reflect what we have been doing – not just providing valuable learning experiences but having some 

fun along the way. 

 

Student Highlights 
The ethos of the school encompasses helping every child achieve to their best. To this end, the school has embedded some whole of school 

practices that, amongst other things, include Kagan Co-operative Learning Structures, Visible Learning, Thinking Skills, Letters and 

Sounds/Words Their Way, Literacy Blocks, Numeracy Blocks, and, most importantly, Positive Behaviour Support. These are all intended to 

strengthen every child’s opportunities to excel. Celebrating success, at all levels, is an important component of appreciating the uniqueness 

of each child. During the year the children have participated in a range of activities (both in school and out of school) across the fields of 

Academics; Sports; Social Development; and, Performing Arts. Our focus in these areas is participation and striving to achieve your best – 

running alongside this is the development of sportsmanship and resilience. Children have also participated in activities that are designed to 

help others and to build social consciousness. 

 

Academics 

 We again had two teams of year 5 and 6 students in the Have Sum Fun Maths competition.  Both 

teams did very well with some tricky and challenging questions. There was a four-way tie for 

second place, with both our teams amongst the four. There is a tie-breaker sheet of questions that 

the teams complete alongside the questions in each of the last two rounds. To separate the tie, 

the judges look at the order in which the tie breaker questions were submitted and the number of 

correct answers. Our teams came in 3rd and 4th after the tie breaker.  

 Seven of our students were chosen to participate in the Regional funded Year 4 Enrichment Programme this year (the same number as 

last year).  This programme is often seen as a pre-cursor to the Regional PEAC programme (Primary Extension and Academic 

Challenge).  The children work with a teacher and children from other schools and the programme is based at a nearby senior high 

school.  

 Three teams from our school competed in the regional Interschool Numero Competition, hosted at our school. There were 18 teams 

from several schools competing in the various challenges. At the end of the competition one of our three teams achieved fifth place. All 

the children worked well in the team and individual challenges and did themselves, and our school, proud. 

 The University of Newcastle, with the assistance of the Rotary Club of 

Bunbury/Leschenault, holds an annual Science and Engineering Discovery Day for 

Year 6 students.  This is the second year we have participated and we sent a groups 

of 32 students.  Eight schools participated and were broken into groups of four (i.e. 

each school had eight groups).  The students participate in challenges designed to 

test teamwork, problem solving and engineering and science skills and 

understandings.  At the end of the day our school placed first and was pronounced 

Champion School.  

 Students in Years 2 – 6 have again had the opportunity to participate in the International Competitions and Assessment for Schools 

(ICAS) competitions in Mathematics, English, Spelling and Science.  Participation is voluntary and students who are capable or 

interested are encouraged to give the assessments a go.  The following table shows how the students fared: 

       Grades Mathematics English Spelling Science 

Year Level  2 3 4 5 6 2 3 4 5 6 2 3 4 5 6 2 3 4 5 6 

High Distinction (top 1%) 1               1     

Distinction (next 10%) 5  1 1  3  1  1  1   1 4 2 3  3 

Credit (next 25%) 12 8 4 4 5 5 7 6 6 5 8 4 5 3 1 3 4 1 4 2 

Merit (next 10%)    1 1  3 3 2   1 3 1 2 1 3 3 2 1 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj29N3B5_zaAhVROrwKHQ-ABEMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.bunburymail.com.au/story/5359290/whiz-kids-successful/&psig=AOvVaw34a5BFdssRtderISxd8ksL&ust=1526098872624253
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 Our school worked with Curtin University Associate Professor Jennifer Howell and Dr Susan 

Blackley on a research project with Year 4 students and their teachers. The university is 

researching the integration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

disciplines with an emphasis on 21st century skills and competencies using Lego We Do2 

Robotics. The students utilised their BYOD devices as part of their learning, including coding 

with visual programming.  Associate Professor Jennifer Howell and Dr Susan Blackley hosted 

a parent workshop for interested parents and one for teachers and school leaders in the south 

west. 

 

 For the first time, a team of four year 6 students from our school attended the Synergy Solar Challenge at Newton Moore SHS. The 

students were selected prior to the event based on their success in solar car races 

held at school.  On race day, the students were given just over an hour to build a 

solar car from scratch, test it and make adjustments. At the end of this time, our 

team raced their car in heats against six other primary schools.  They advanced to 

the best of three races final against another primary school in which they were 

victorious.  The girls each received $100 and the school received a trophy and 

$2,500. The girls went on to represent the South West in the Grand Final in Perth. 

 The school made a submission to participate in the Western Power Circuit Breakers programme.  

The programme requires a year 5 class to build a model of a power grid for the future and to 

present their project at a Science Fair to be held in Perth.  The students need to research current 

and future technologies in power generation and show how it could be utilised in a grid that 

services different facilities.  Western Power provided the school with two 3D printers, filaments 

and professional learning to support the construction of the model.   

 Three groups from our two year 4 classes attended the Mission Moon Challenge in Secret 

Harbour. To participate in the challenge, the students had to discover what problems people would 

face if we went to live on the moon and to create solutions to the problems they identified. They needed 

to use Lego to create a Moon Base where they would live, a poster demonstrating what they had 

learned throughout their learning journey and explain these to a reviewer. Their Moon Base also had 

to contain a robotic component made using a Lego WeDo 2.0 kit. It was fantastic to see the effort that 

the children put into the challenge and for the respectful, responsible behaviour they showed on the 

day. 

 Almost half of our year 6 children went to the Kids Teaching Kids day this year. This day has an 

environmental focus and sees children from different schools presenting environmental lessons 

and activities to children from other schools. Up to 150 students from seven different local primary 

schools participated in this annual event. Students spent the day teaching other students about 

different sustainability issues including deforestation, the three bin system, waste reduction, water 

conservation and plastic recycling and reduction. Students were required to work in small teams 

to develop a 45-minute workshop that was interactive and informative. The students then taught 

their lessons to students from other schools.  It required a lot of organisation, co-operation and 

careful planning by students. Energy levels and enthusiasm on the day was at an all-time high. 

The lessons had been prepared and tested by the children before being brought to the KTK Day. 

Our children represented themselves and our school in a positive way and gained some useful insights into environmental issues.  

 Our teachers saw the 2018 City of Nedlands Poland Leach Poetry Competition as a great vehicle through which to encourage children 

to explore poetry writing and possibly enter the completion.  Whilst none of the students took out a prize, our school was recognised as 

“The Most Enthusiastic School” with 116 children deciding to enter the competition.  Giving purpose to learning can create great 

enthusiasm. 
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 As part of our writing and oral language programme all students in years 4 to 6 were required to write a persuasive speech on the topic 

of their choice. Speeches were then presented to an audience of peers and teachers in the comfort of their own classroom. The speech 

was to be no less than two minutes and no more than four minutes in length. At the conclusion of all speeches, teachers selected two 

students to compete in the Collie Preston Soap Box Public Speaking Competition which was held in the last week of Term 3, over two 

nights at the Lyric Theatre.  Our Yr 3 team showed great passion in delivering their speeches; with one student taking out third place.  

Our Yr 4 team were also very inspirational.  Our Yr 5 team performed very well, with one student taking out third place.  Our Yr 6 team 

also performed very well and were up against some stiff competition. One student took out second place with an excellent Soapbox 

Speech. Once again, our teachers looked to link leaning with purpose. 

 As part of our Italian language programme our Languages teacher wanted the students to be able 

to ‘dip’ into the culture of Italy in a more tactile way than simply learning the language.  To do this 

she arranged for a special end of year celebration by giving all students the experience of traditional 

wood fired pizzas.  Enter a mobile pizza oven and kitchen, lots of scavenged wood, a genuine pizza 

chef and 300-odd hungry children all saying “Grazie” and you have a wonderful end to a year’s 

language learning. 

 Book Week – This is held every year to promote and celebrate the 

love of books and to encourage and promote a love of reading.  Each year we hold a dress-up parade 

to celebrate this.  Children and staff were asked to come dressed as a favourite book character that 

linked to the theme of Find Your Treasure.  Teaching staff, non-teaching staff and the children all took 

full advantage of this opportunity to celebrate the joy of reading.  We were fortunate to also have an 

author, Rebecca Leffar-Smith, visit our school to do a reading from her book and discuss writing with the 

Year 5 and 6 children. 

 National Simultaneous Story Time – Our school again participated in this event, where children all 

around Australia have the same story read to them at the same time.  The school supports this 

programme as it reflects our belief in the importance of reading and being read to.  The principal read 

the story to all the children in pre-primary through to year 6 in the assembly area and then took the book 

“Hickory Dickory Dash” to the kindergarten classes and read it to them as well. 

 The year 5 students went on an annual excursion to Fremantle where they visited the Fremantle 

Prison, The Shipwreck Museum, had lunch at Kailis Fish and Chips and had a great play at Esplanade 

Park. The students had a fantastic time and learnt a lot about Fremantle’s history and Moondyne Joe. 

They were able to share their knowledge with the different tour guides as they had researched and 

reported on much of the information as part of the Study of Society and Environment curriculum. Due 

to the cost of getting to Fremantle the children do a fund-raising activity, Cake and Craft Stalls, that is 

eagerly anticipated by all the children in the school.  Parents/Carers help with much of the work at 

home, but stand back whilst the children set up and sell their wares to the other children in pre-primary 

through to year 6.  Our kindergarten children go on a small annual excursion each year as does the pre-primary.  Our year 3 children 

usually visit Kings Cottage (near our school) to look at life in our pioneer past.  Excursions are linked to learning programmes and 

intended to bring the curriculum alive for them.   

The Arts  

 Visual Arts is another important component in developing well-rounded students.  All 

classes from Year 1 through to Year 6 have time with the Visual Arts teacher each week.  

Art works, created by the children, are displayed around the school and in classrooms.  

Children are encourage to enter competitions that may be part of the school programme 

or in their own time. Selected students from Years 4 -6 were invited to participate in the 

branding of the new waste trucks for the City of Bunbury.  The focus of the art competition was to draw or paint a picture to illustrate to 

the community the importance of recycling.  The winners had their designs turned into branding stickers and placed on the side of the 

new waste trucks.  One of our talented students had her artwork chosen to decorate the side of one of the Bunbury trucks. 
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 Two of our students were also selected  as finalists in the Art Therapy Focus competition.  This is run 

by Disability Services Commission and the selected art works are used to illustrate a book written by 

local teacher, author and artist Sean Avery.  Entries are submitted from all over the state.  An initial 

selection of 100 pieces are displayed, from which the final 20 pieces are selected for publication in Sean’s 

book. The awards presentation evening was in Perth. Art work finalists and winners had their artwork 

displayed in the Perth Town Hall, with winners receiving a framed copy 

of their winning piece.  

 

 Music continues to play a significant role in the overall development of the students.  We encourage 

school performances and celebrate out-of-school performances.  During the year our junior and senior 

choirs have performed at special school assemblies and the junior choir placed first in the WA 

Performing Arts Eisteddfod in Bunbury.  They have also performed for various senior’s groups as well 

as at a local Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea event.  Our Marimba band has also been busy at these 

same events as well as playing interlude music and Advance Australia Fair at our school assemblies.  

Whilst every class from Pre-primary to Year 6 has time with the music specialist, 

they also come together to perform on the All In Music Day we celebrate every year.  

We also hold a special assembly so that all the children who play an instrument or 

sing can perform for the whole school – this includes those Year 5 and 6 students 

who study flute, trumpet, trombone and clarinet under the tutelage of visiting music 

teachers from the School of Instrumental Music.  

 

Sport  

 Our Faction Swimming Carnival continues to draw great support from the students and their parents.  Involvement in the carnival is 

optional as there is a minimum swimming level requirement to enter an event,  Eagles dominance of the carnival over the past few years 

came to an end when Panthers pushed them into second place by 13 points (a near perfect reversal of last year’s result).  The results 

reflect the closeness and competitiveness of the four teams:  1st Panthers (155); 2nd Eagles (142); 3rd Dragons (141); 4th Lions (139).  

The children take the Swimming Carnival very seriously, but they still manage to show support for all competitors. 

 The Interschool Swimming Carnival very closely followed the Faction Carnival, 

where we competed against some smaller schools and some much larger schools.  

The team were very supportive of each other and carried a weight on their shoulders 

given that the school has won the carnival for the past six years.  Our expectation is 

that the children do their best and enjoy the competition and that winning is a bonus.  

The children did perform well with many putting in wonderful performances and 

winning the carnival for the 7th year in a row.  

 We saw many of our students participating in the City of Bunbury Surf Life Saving 

Club Surf to Surf Fun Run this year – so many that we had the highest number of entrants for a southwest school.  Our school won first 

place in the 2km event. Whilst this was not a school event per se, the children trained at school through our before school Runners’ 

Club.  They were well supported by their parents and one of our non-teaching staff. 

 Our Faction Cross-country Carnival involves children from pre-primary (who run with a Year 5 or 6 buddy) through to Year 6.  The course 

varies in length from 750m to 850m to 1700m and then on to 2500m for senior 

classes.  Students nominate to participate as no-one is compelled to cover the 

distance and we find that we get nearly 100% participation.  Students are 

encouraged to earn points for their faction by either running the whole course or 

running and walking the distances.  This year we had to change the day of the 

carnival at the last minute due to inclement weather.   

However, parent and carer support was still high on the day.  
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 Our best performing students in the faction carnival represented the school in the Interschool 

Cross-Country run at a neighbouring school (a team of 35 were selected).  A large number of 

government primary schools compete in the four Divisions that attend.  Our Year 4 boys’ team 

and the Year 6 boys’ team won their divisions and each of the other teams did well – so well 

that we took out first place in the overall division (Tuart Division is made up of the largest 

schools in the area – our school being one of the smallest in the division).  

 Two teams represented our school at the School Slam 

Basketball Series held at Eaton Recreation Centre. The Allstar Girls were very competitive in their four 

games, with two wins and two very narrow losses for the tournament. The Allstar Boys were dominant all 

day, undefeated in all four games and eventual Grand Final winners!  As winners of our local competition, 

the boys’ team travelled to Perth to participate in the Champions Cup. Here they competed against schools 

from across the state. The team trained hard and displayed great skill and sportsmanship in this State 

Final, eventually prevailing to win the Championship final.  Participation in this event (like so many others) 

would not have been possible without the support of parents and carers, not just in transporting children 

but also in training and coaching them.  

 Our Faction Athletics Carnival was held in the first week of Term 4 and included high jump, 

long jump, triple jump, shot put, 200m, 400m and 800m races, sprint races and team 

games – all spread over two days.  At the end of it, Lions came out on top.  The carnival 

continues to be a great way to bring our school community together – not just to watch 

events and cheer the children on, but to support it through volunteering to help set up, to 

be judges, to help with the canteen, and to help make sure everything runs smoothly.  The 

championship events for boys and girls from Year 3 upwards were closely and 

competitively contested.  Our Pre-primary to Year 2 classes move off to participate in 

team games after their sprint races are completed then head back to class for a while before re-joining their middle and senior team-

mates toward the end of the carnival.  

 Our school hosted the jumps and throws component of the Tuart Division 

Interschool Athletics Carnival and then went to the Southwest Sports Arena for the 

track and field events.  The team worked well together in both the individual events 

(support and encouragement) and the team games (teamwork) and were successful 

in winning the Outright Shield.  They performed so well that they just missed out on 

the Handicap Shield by half a point.  Once again, our parents helped support the 

teachers and children involved as best they could. 

 
 
 

 Social Development 

An important part of a well-rounded education and the development of global citizens, is the understanding that we are part of something that 

goes beyond the self, that we are part of local, state, national and global communities.  Our school expectations of Being Responsible, Being 

Respectful, Being Caring and Being Your Best reflect the development of social consciousness. 

 

 Fundraising is an important part of any school’s activities.  In our school, this takes on three forms – student led, school led, and parent 

led (through the P&C).  Students fundraise throughout the year to support national and state programmes; the school fundraises for a 

specific ‘thing’; and, the P&C does fundraising to support school programmes and resources that support the children.  We have 

individual and small groups of children ask to raise money for a specific cause or organisation.  They must apply to the principal using 

a school-developed planning sheet and consideration is given to the appropriateness of the activity and the cause. This year these small 

group fundraisers were for the Bunbury Wildlife Park (help with animal rescue and care); the Dolphin Discovery Centre (allows the public 

to safely interact with wild dolphins and carries out research); and the Buy a Bale farmer support in drought effected areas.  The student 
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leaders held activities to raise money for Canteen, and Buy a Bale (farmer relief).  As a school, we held a Lap-a-thon to raise money to 

purchase Solar Buddy kits, a donation for Telethon ($1000.00) and for our World Vision Sponsorship programme.  We also participated 

in a Coat-a-thon for the homeless; collected second-hand football and soccer boots for the children at Parnngurr Community School 

(near Telfer); and donated food in the Leschenault Rotary Club’s Give a Damn, Give a Can food drive.  Two small groups of children 

raised money for the Local Wildlife Park and the Tasmanian Devil Fund 

 Our ANZAC Day service was well attended by parents and grandparents and held on the last day of term 1.  

The service was made special by the artwork prepared by the children during their Visual Arts lessons.  Wreaths 

were made from flowers and rosemary donated by families and laid by representatives from each classroom.  

Having an ex-student return to school to play the last post and reveille added to the specialness of the service.   

This was then followed by the school marching in the town parade on ANZAC Day and laying a wreath as part 

of that service.  

 Solar Buddies is a project we started in 2017 and have carried forward as an 

annual programme.  We purchase the kits and then, in groups of older children working with younger 

children, put the kits together to create solar powered lamps that can be charged during the day and used 

by children in energy poor countries for light at night.  The lights are made as part of our Science Week 

activities.  The lights we made in 2017 went to families in New Guinea.  The children learnt that there are 

1.4 billion people around the world that do not have access to modern electricity and their sources of light 

at night can lead to health problems for the children.  Sometimes you need to see what other don’t have to 

appreciate what you do have. 

 Recycling – we continue to do our best to reduce our environmental footprint by recycling oral care products (toothbrushes, toothpaste 

tubes, etc.); batteries; printer cartridges; paper and cardboard; plastics; plastic bottle tops; ring pulls; mobile phones; and, composting 

food scraps and worm farming.  Different classes in the school manage these recyclables. 

 We also celebrated such days as Ride 2 School Day and Walk Safely to School Day to encourage healthy physical habits and to reduce 

vehicle congestion around the school. 

 Our Junior and Senior Aussie of the Month certificates (given out at whole school assemblies) is one more way we acknowledge and 

celebrate those students who consistently demonstrate the values we hold so dear in being Australian. 

 Being an Australian also means be part of a culturally diverse community and 

learning to understand differences and to find similarities.  This is not always 

easy, but doing so can bring about harmony in the community and strengthen 

us not only as a community, but also as a nation.  The theme for Harmony Day 

this year was Everyone Belongs.  Students dressed in national costumes or 

wore something orange.  Constable Care puppet 

performances were held on the day, focussing on 

cultural identity, diversity and celebrating 

similarities and differences. 

 Our school vegetable garden provides a space for children to get their hands dirty planting and tending 

a range of vegetables.  Our school gardener works with different classes and the class teacher then works 

with the children to cook and eat what they have grown.  Not only does this encourage children to try 

some different foods, it literally provides hands-on 

experience in understanding where food comes 

from.  Our Grounds Rangers (one of the student 

leadership groups) help the gardener and the 

classes maintain the vegetable garden by weeding and pruning on a regular basis. 

 Classes had some basic first aid training provided by our local St John Ambulance 

sub-centre.  Children were told about the basic techniques to help someone who 
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is injured or unconscious.  The lessons gave many of them the confidence to act and not panic in situations where a friend injures 

themselves.  

 

Parent Engagement 
Throughout the year, our parent body has been involved in a range of activities in our school. Their continued support is an invaluable 

resource and helps build a strong sense of community across the school. Amongst other day-to-day things and fund-raising events, there 

was:  

 Parent/Teacher classroom meetings at the start of the school year;  

 Supporting the organisation of the Queens Baton Relay; 

 Pre-primary Mothers Day and Fathers Night; 

 An invitation to parents and carers to workshops on Lego WeDo2;   

 Helping coach sports  teams; 

 Our annual Celebration of Learning evening; 

 Thankyou Morning Tea; 

 Christmas Disco; and,  

 Being a ‘helper’ at the various carnivals and events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of Learning. 

Lego WeDo2 Parent Workshop. 

One of our school volunteers was a torchbearer. 

Pre-primary Fathers’ Night. 

Parent Helpers’ Thank you Morning Tea. 

Fluoro Themed Christmas Disco. 
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Board Chair Report 

(Jason Shaw 2018) 

 

Bunbury Primary School experienced another phenomenal year in 2018 I am 

very proud of our school as a parent and as Board Chair. 

I have been privileged during my time as Board Chair to join our Principal 

Shane, his team of exceptional teachers and the large number of extremely 

talented parents to help lead and guide this great school in working together 

to further the vision of being the leaders of education in our region. Bunbury 

Primary School is a pillar in the local community and the ability to cultivate 

exception thinkers that are prepared for the future underpin the fabric of our community’s future success. 

 

With limited resources to fulfil our objectives Bunbury Primary School is still on a trajectory 

to achieve its goals of personalising the learning experience in an environment of 

excellence for each and every child.  

 

The Board’s role is to support the Principal and help chart the strategic direction of the 

school to continue to offer one of the best educational experiences in the region is 

enhanced by the commitment of the school’s community to be involved in the education 

of our children. This involvement includes things like the Board, the P&C, school canteen 

and parent help in the class rooms. I encourage you all at one time or another to make a 

commitment to be involved at one point or another. 

 

One of the important goals as a Board is to ensure that we are renewing our Board leadership and building a benchmark for the future to build 

upon and enhance the school’s corporate memory for generations to come. Being my last year as Board Chair I look forward to handing over 

the reins and supporting the new Board Chair now and into the future. Being on the Board has given me a fantastic perspective into the 

leadership and workings of our school, and also the Department of Education throughout my service. I consider it my privilege to be a part of 

a relatively new concept of bringing School Boards into the public school sector and providing advisory governance. I am sure it is the 

beginnings of what will be long tradition of parents giving back to Bunbury Primary School. Our school community today is the result of a long 

and rich history of volunteerism and shared understanding that giving to our school today helps current students and leaves a legacy for future 

students. 

 

Bunbury Primary School is a wonderful school that provides breadth of experiences for diversity and enriched learning. In the annual report 

you will find evidence of this and I trust you will be as proud of our school as I am after you read it. 
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School Performance 
National Assessment Programme Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
The following tables indicate how the students in years 3 and 5 performed in the National Assessment Programme Literacy And Numeracy 

(NAPLAN) in mid May 2018.    This is the second year that we have trialled the On-Line version of the assessment.  Each table shows the 

percentage of students in each proficiency band in each of the assessment areas.  

The tables compare our school’s results to:  

 Like Schools (LSch – those Australian schools that are statistically similar to our school); and, 

 the average score of all schools in Western Australia (State);  

The number of children, at our school, assessed in each level is shown in brackets, next to the year level, on the tables below.  The tables 

below reflect the performance distribution of the children who were assessed.   

The following key applies to the tables below: 

 

NUMERACY       
% 

Band 
Year 3 (47) Year 5 (55) 

BPS LSch State BPS LSch State 

 8-10  7 12 7 
7 27 22 16 

6+ 30 20 14 35 27 29 
5 38 27 22 24 28 28 
4 19 27 27 5 9 14 
3 9 16 21 2 2 6 
2 4 9 11  
1 0 1 5 

 

READING 
% 

Band 
Year 3 (47) Year 5 (55) 

BPS LSch State BPS LSch State 

8-10  25 20 12 
7 31 24 20 

6+ 40 33 23 22 27 28 
5 30 27 22 9 18 22 
4 15 20 24 5 8 11 
3 11 9 16 7 4 7 
2 4 7 8  
1 0 4 6 

 

WRITING 
% 

Band 
Year 3 (45) Year 5 (55) 

BPS LSch State BPS LSch State 

8-10  4 4 3 
7 16 13 10 

6+ 4 12 11 25 29 27 
5 58 42 27 33 36 31 
4 24 22 29 9 10 17 
3 9 17 18 13 4 13 
2 4 4 8  
1 0 2 8 

 

SPELLING   
% 

Band 
Year 3 (47) Year 5 (55) 

BPS LSch State BPS LSch State 

8-10  13 12 10 
7 25 25 21 

6+ 34 26 20 25 35 29 
5 28 27 22 24 17 22 
4 23 24 24 7 8 11 
3 15 13 17 5 3 7 
2 0 6 10  
1 0 4 8 

 

PUNCTUATION and GRAMMAR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Above National Minimum Standard 

 At National Minimum Standard 

 Below National Minimum Standard 

% 
Band 

Year 3 (47) Year 5 (55) 
BPS LSch State BPS LSch State 

8-10  27 23 12 
7 29 20 20 

6+ 51 38 27 16 29 29 
5 17 18 24 15 15 17 
4 6 23 18 9 9 13 
3 19 12 14 4 3 8 
2 6 7 10  
1 0 3 7 

 
To put these results in context, the table below reflects 
our school’s performance in terms of children achieving 
At or Above the Minimum Standard.  This table 
compares this percentage to Like Schools and the 
State for each year level as well as whether or not our 
school’s performance was where it was expected to be 
(by the Department of Education) based upon 
longitudinal data. 
 

Performance At or Above 
Minimum Standard 2018 

Year 3 Year 5 

Numeracy 

School 100% 98% 

Like Schools 99% 98% 

State 95% 94% 

Reading 

School 100% 93% 

Like Schools 96% 96% 

State 94% 93% 

Writing 

School 100% 87% 

Like Schools 98% 96% 

State 92% 87% 

Spelling 

School 100% 95% 

Like Schools 96% 97% 

State 92% 93% 

Punctuation 
& Grammar 

School 100% 96% 

Like Schools 97% 97% 

State 93% 92% 

 

               
 Below Expected Level 

 At Expected Level 

 Above Expected Level 
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An additional way of looking at the data is in terms of progress and achievement.  This data looks at those children who were with us in Year 

3 and still with us in Year 5 (stable cohort). We can compare the data on those children and measure their score in Year 5 and ascertain the 

amount of improvement over the two years. 

 

This graph shows how our stable cohort has performed compared to those in Like Schools.  Our Year 5 students have shown higher progress 

and higher achievement compared to the mean of the results across Like Schools.     

 
 

 
 
 

In looking at our overall results, it is clear that our Year 3 group have performed well in respect to Like Schools and all Western Australian 

Schools.  Our Year 5 students were, generally, on par with or better than Like Schools and ahead of WA Schools.  Like many schools, Our 

performance in Year 5 Writing needs to lift.  Our focus on 7 Steps to Writing, as a vehicle to achieve this improvement, is beginning to show 

results at a classroom level.  It is not just about moving more students into Bands 8 – 10, but also moving them out of Bands 3 and 4. 

 

 

 

The tables on pages 12 and 13 indicate how the school is progressing in achieving the targets set out in the 2017-19 Business Plan.  They 

reflect what has been achieved over the first two years of the three-year plan. 
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Priority 1 – Success For All Students  Priority 2 – High Quality Teaching 
What we want to achieve by 2019 Progress  What we want to achieve by 2019 Progress 

 The percentage of students 

above the Australian mean in 

NAPLAN Writing in 2019 will be: 

o 55% in Year 3. 
o 60% in Year 5. 

   The whole school learning dispositions of 

Cooperativeness, Perseverance, 

Creativity, Resilience, Risk Taking, Self-

Motivation and Thoughtfulness will be 

embedded in classroom practice. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 Based upon the average 

percentile score over the three 

years of this plan, increase the 

percentage of: 

   There will be consistency of approach to 

PBS, by all staff, to Tiers 1, 2 and 3 

behaviours. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

Year 3 students in NAPLAN: 
o Numeracy Bands 5 and 6 

to 50%. 
o Reading Band 5 and 6 to 

58%. 

 
Averaging 59% 
 
Averaging 63% 

  The Attitude, Behaviour and Effort (ABE) 

components of the interim and semester 

reports will reflect school expectations and 

dispositions. 

Achieved in 
School Interim 
Report but DOE 
has put a halt 
on this. 

Year 5 students in NAPLAN: 
o Numeracy Bands 7 and 8 

to 40%. 
o Reading Bands 7 and 8 to 

45%. 

 
Averaging 34% 
 
Averaging 46.5% 

  The self-management strategies of the 

Zones of Regulation will be embedded in 

general student behaviour. 

Progressing – 
additional 
strategies have 
been 
incorporated. 

 Cohort level scores in PAT 

Reading and Mathematics will be 

above the Australian Mean in all 

year levels (1 – 6). 

Year 1 reading is 
just below the 
Australian Mean 
and all other areas 
are above for years 
1 – 6 

  All teachers will use data, where 

appropriate, collected from NAPLAN; PAT 

Reading and Maths; Letters and Sounds; 

Words Their Way; and, On-Entry as part 

of their Literacy and Numeracy planning. 

Data utilised in 
whole school 
planning – 
individual use is 
progressing 

 In the pre-primary On-Entry 
assessment tool (in term 1), the 
stable cohort will achieve the 
following: 

   Classroom Teacher Peer Observation will 

be an embedded part of the performance 

management process. 

On Way to 
Achieving/Cons
olidating 

o 85% of students achieving 
0.5 or above progression 
points in Speaking and 
Listening. 

   The whole of school approach to Visible 

Learning and school-accepted practises 

will have been further developed within 

the constraints of the budget. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

o 90% of students achieving 
0.2 or above progression 
points in Reading. 

   All teachers will be utilising the Brightpath 

program to support their evaluative 

practises in English. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

o 90% of students achieving 
0.5 or above progression 
points in Numeracy. 

   Staff will regularly engage in professional 

learning via technology – Webinars; 

SABA; Connect Communities; etc. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 All classroom teachers will be 

using SAIS1 data to inform 

planning and will have guidelines 

to use and access site. 

Guidelines and 
access are in place 
and PL has been 
provided. 

  Have begun the consolidation and 

implementation of phase 3 learning areas 

(Economics 5&6 and Civics and 

Citizenship). 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 Improve 3-year average 
attendance in categories as 
follows:- 

    

o Regular: 81.8% - 84.0% Averaging 81.6%    
o Indicated: 15.0% - 14.0% Averaging 14.9%    
o Moderate: 2.8% - 2.0% Averaging   3.0%    
o Severe: 0.3% - 0.2% Averaging   0.5%    

  
1 SAIS – Student Achievement Information System    
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Priority 3 – Effective Leadership  Priority 4 – Strong Governance and Sypport 
What we want to achieve by 2019 Progress  What we want to achieve by 2019 Progress 

 Indigenous people will be invited to 

support classroom programs. 

Ground Work has 
been laid 

  Attain Teacher Development School 

(TDS) Status in DigiTech 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 NAIDOC week will have a whole 

school focus. 

Achieved/ 
Consolidating 

  Have established links with Edith 

Cowan University or other like bodies 

on CoderDojo coding clubs. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 All staff will have completed the 

Online PL (via Portal) in regard to 

ethical decision making. 

Achieved/Ongoing 
as staff are 
employed 

  STEM2 activities (including coding and 

robotics) will be regular features of all 

classrooms in the school. 

Achieved / 
Consolidating 

 More opportunities for student 

leadership within the school will 

have been investigated and 

created as identified. 

Achieved/ 
Consolidating 

  The school community will be aware of 

the importance of STEM education 

through community information 

and/parent evenings. 

Working Towards 

 We have acted upon any identified 

areas for improvement as arising 

from the National School 

Satisfaction Survey. 

Achieved/ 
Consolidating 

 o The School Board will have played a 

role in: 

o Promoting to the school community 
the opportunity for making 
donations to support student needs 
and programmes. 

 
 
Developing 

 The school web page has been 

updated and modernised to ensure 

currency and effectiveness. 

Achieved  o Continuing to encourage 
participation of parents in school 
activities and fundraising. 

Ongoing 

 Developed a school Face Book 

page as an additional 

communication tool with the 

community. 

Achieved  o Monitoring the safe ingress and 
egress of the school community to 
the school grounds. 

Work still to be 
done 

 Opportunities to embrace and 

implement emerging technologies 

around engagement, 

communication and school 

operations are adapted as 

appropriate. 

Ongoing  o Identifying projects that advance 
education and seek to align them 
with external funding opportunities. 

Achieved 

 Opportunities for external funding 

to support School ICT have been 

investigated & utilised. 

Achieved  2 STEM – Science Technology Engineering Mathematics 

 
 

National School Satisfaction Survey 
The National School Satisfaction Survey is carried out every two years.  The survey 

seeks feedback from parents, students and staff on how they view the many facets 

of our school’s performance.  The survey is done on-line and is open to all 

parents/carers, all school staff and all children in years 5 and 6. Prior to 2016 the 

survey was completed annually but as of 2016 it is only required bi-annually.  The 

2018 survey was completed by 41 parents, 35 staff and 66 students.  Whilst this is 

not a high proportion of any of the groups, it still provides a snapshot of the thinking 

of each group.  The survey looks at the areas of Leadership and Management; 

Learning Environment and Student Learning Experience.  The results of the first area are an average of the response to each question by 

parents/carers and staff; the second area adds in the average of parents/carers, staff and students; the third area are just the student response 

average.  The tables of responses are on page 14. 

                                                 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigtZzg_uzMAhXJHpQKHbOkDCsQjRwIBw&url=https://gigaom.com/2010/11/15/survey-ipad-is-replacing-computers-for-many/&psig=AFQjCNEeLgROJAZttAcS5h1yoaTxt2K4sA&ust=1463982624053347
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National School Satisfaction Survey: 2015-2018 Comparison 
Leadership and Management  

(staff and parent/carers) 
 

Learning Environment 
(staff, parents/carers, year 5 / 6 students) 

Component 2015 2016 2018 Component 2015 2016 2018 

School has a strong 
relationship  with its 
community 4.35 4.40 4.20 

Teachers have high 
expectations of children's 
learning 4.63 4.63 4.65 

The school is well led 4.15 4.35 3.70 
Children receive useful 
feedback from teachers 4.30 4.36 4.33 

Satisfied with the overall  
standard of education 4.50 4.55 4.25 

Teachers treat children 
fairly 4.13 4.16 4.26 

Would recommend this school 4.60 4.60 4.35 

The school is well 
maintained 4.50 4.60 4.56 

Overall Ranking 4.40 4.48 4.13 Children feel safe 4.40 4.50 4.46 

        
Parents can talk to 
teachers about concerns 4.55 4.60 4.30 

     
Children can talk to 
teachers about concerns 4.15 4.30 4.40 

     
Student behaviour is well 
managed 4.16 4.16 4.16 

     
Children like being at this 
school 4.40 4.36 4.43 

     
The school looks for ways 
to improve 4.36 4.53 4.30 

     
Teachers motivate the 
children to learn 4.36 4.46 4.46 

     Overall Ranking 4.36 4.42 4.39 

 

The drop in confidence in the school being well led is of concern and will 

require further investigation – for something that was steadily improving 

its score to reverse, as it has, warrants this. 

 

The Learning Environment ratings have remained reasonably stable 

except in two areas – parents being able to talk with teachers and the 

perception that the school is not looking for ways to improve as much as 

it was before.  Whilst the ratings are still good, the change in perception 

of belief in these areas are of concern, especially when combined with 

the leadership rating. 

 

We can see, within the students’ perception of our school, that there are 

some minor fluctuations over the four-year span of the survey.  With 

such a small cohort that completed it in 2018 (about half the usual 

number) both the improvements and slippages are not of a significant 

size to draw attention – except for ‘My teacher cares how I am going’ 

and ‘Staff listen to my concerns’.  Both improvements are marked and 

reflect effort that has gone into these areas. 

National School Satisfaction Survey:  
 

2015-2018 Comparison 

Student Learning Experience  
(Year 5/6 students) 

Component 2015 2016 2018 

School expectations are well 
understood by staff / students 4.1 4.1 4.4 

School expectations are  
consistently enforced 4.2 4.2 4.2 

The school has realistic 
educational expectations of 
me 4.2 4.4 4.5 

Teachers help when I have 
difficulty learning 4.2 4.5 4.5 

My teacher cares about how  
I am going 4.1 4.4 4.7 

Staff listen and act on my 
concerns 3.8 3.9 4.4 

I am assisted with developing  
understandings and skills that 
I need in life 4.1 4.3 4.2 

I learn how to solve problems, 
to question and make 
decisions 4.2 4.4 4.3 

The school assists me to 
develop  my personal and 
social skills 3.7 4.1 4.4 

The school supports 
achievement across a broad 
range of areas 4.1 4.3 4.1 

I am satisfied with my  
progress at school 4.1 4.4 4.6 

Overall Ranking 4.07 4.27 4.39 
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Attendance and Enrolment 
 

Attendance 

Our Attendance Rate (based upon Semester 1 2018 attendance data) is showing a 

small change from the pattern set over the previous three years.  Whilst it is better 

than the state average, it reflects an increase in absences from school.  Our 

attendance rates are effected by a range of elements such as family holidays and 

seasonal illnesses (colds, influenza, etc.), which can lead to variations from year to 

year.  Our school does stress the importance of regular attendance with parents and, 

with help from the P&C, provides hand washing liquid for children to use to reduce 

the risk of spreading germs. 

The school continues to work with families where there is an attendance issue, in a 

case by case manner, in order to provide the necessary support and assistance required.  Poor attendance in these cases is not a matter of 

truancy, but of family circumstance and difficulties.   

 

The level of attendance that each child achieves has been broken into four categories.  The table below reflects our semester one attendance 

levels in each of the four categories: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing parents and carers with regular information about their child’s absences serves to bring the potential impact of the absences more 

in focus for them.  Many, but not all, of the children who fall into the Indicated category are there as a result of family holidays.  The 19 children 

who fall into the Moderate and Severe categories (4.6%) are there for a combination of reasons, including physical and mental health issues.  

By necessity, the circumstances of the two children at Severe Risk are case managed and the families given, as best we can, support that is 

intended to facilitate and improve attendance.  We do sometimes need to involve outside agencies as they are better positioned to provide the 

necessary support. 

 

Enrolment 

In terms of student numbers present during 

Semester 1, there was an increase this year of 1 

student.  The chart indicates this different count.  To 

accommodate these numbers the school has a 13 

primary class structure along with our 2 full-time pre-

primary classes and 2 part-time kindergarten 

classes.    These numbers fluctuate during the year 

as students come and go, although the turnover rate 

is not high.  Within the student population 12% are identified as having a language background other than English and 1% are identified as 

Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.  As a local intake school we guarantee a position for anyone in our intake area.  People outside the area 

can apply for enrolment and, whilst some are accepted, a good number of applications are declined for lack of space. 

  

Attendance Rate  

School 
WA Public 
Schools 

Like Schools 

2015 94.3% 92.7%  

2016 94.1% 92.6% 94.3% 

2017 94.2% 92.7% 95.0% 

2018 93.5% 92.6% 94.5% 

 

 
 

Attendance Category  

 

 
 

Regular 

(90 – 100%) 

 

At Risk 
 

Indicated 

(80 – 89%) 
 

Moderate 

(70 – 79%) 
 

Severe 

(less than 70%) 
 

2015 83.5% 13.7% 2.5% 0.2% 

2016 83.2% 14.3% 2.3% 0.0% 

2017 83.8% 13.7% 2.0% 0.5% 

2018 79.3% 16.1% 4.1% 0.5% 

WA Public Schools  77.0% 15.0% 6.0% 2.0% 

Like Schools 84.1% 12.6% 2.8% 0.4% 

Student Numbers 

Semester 1 2014  2015 2016 2017 2018 

Kindergarten 40 Kindergarten 44 44 44 44 

Pp – Year 7 405 Pp - Year 6 389 388 383 384 

Total 445 Total 433 432 427 428 
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Annual Budget and Accounts 
The tables below show a breakdown of our income and expenditure for the 2018 school year.  The Budget column refers to the actual amount 

of revenue and expenditure; the % column reflects the percentage of the budget that the line item represents (as income or expenditure). 

 

Revenue 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Primary Voluntary Contribution ($60.00) for 2018 was again used to offset the costs of on-line learning programmes (Mathletics, Reading 

Eggs, Eggspress, Words Their Way and Accelerated Reader).  The Kindergarten Voluntary Contribution was used to purchase outdoor 

equipment whilst the Pre-primary Contribution was used to purchase reading books and construction corner materials.  They also contributed 

to the cost of the on-line learning programs they accessed. The Primary contributions were used to offset the costs of on-line literacy and 

numeracy programs (accessible at school and at home) and to support the development of play areas. 

 

 The collection rate of the voluntary contribution (i.e. the percentage of families who paid it) this year was 81%, about 6% lower than 2017, and 

was close to our target rate.  The rate of collection has been maintained at above 80% over the last three years.  This breakdown of the 

contribution rate is as follows: Primary (80%); Pre-primary (74%); and, Kindergarten (96%).  Whilst the primary and pre-primary rates have 

decreased marginally, the kindergarten rate has improved this year.  Trying to ascertain the reasons behind the change is not an easy thing 

to do due to the complexities around financial issues.  We continue to actively encourage parents and carers to make the voluntary contribution 

by being clear about what benefits it provides for all children in our school. 

 

 2018 Revenue Budget % 
  1 Funds Carried Forward $    19 447.53 05% 

2 Student Centred Funding $  219 474.75 59% 

3 Voluntary Contributions $    21 072.00 06% 

4 Charges and Fees $    46 073.05 12% 

5 Facility Hire $             -      

6 Fundraising/Donations $    27 131.26 07% 

7 Commonwealth Govt. Grants $            -    

8 State and Local Govt. Grants $      7 948.42 02% 

9 CO/Regional Office/Other Schools $         847.34 <1% 

10 Other Revenue $      7 220.44 02% 

11 Transfer from Reserves $    26 000.00 07% 

   Total Funds Available  $  375 214.79  

Funds Carried 
Forward

Student Centred Funds

Voluntary Contributions

Charges and Fees

Fundraising/Do
nations

State Govt. Grants

Other Schools

Other Revenue
Transfer from Reserves

2018 REVENUE
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Our disposable revenue (i.e. money other than salaries) has dropped significantly from 2016 (approximately $146 000.00) and required 

greater fiscal restraint.  There are a number of reasons why the school had less to spend on consumables and resources, but our focus 

remained clearly upon supporting the children in their learning and providing the best posiible learning environment. 

Expenditure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Central Office; Regional Office; Other Schools 

Asset Replacement Reserves $ 108 171.47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school met its required expenditure of funds and has a modest carryover of funds to start the new school year with.  It also has funds in 

reserve accounts that are required to replace technology equipment, furniture, machinery and general resources such as photocopiers and 

laminators.  Such items require the development of funds over the predicted lifespan of the equipment so that the school is in a financial 

position to replace such items as and when needed. 

 

The figures quoted in this report will be different than those which may be seen on the My School website as our figures only reflect the 

funds that the school actually receives with which to manage its daily affairs.  Funding reported on the My School website takes into account 

other costs incurred by the school, such as salaries, maintenance, capital works, and, the school’s ‘share’ of central and regional office costs. 

 
Further information about school performance can be obtained from the My School Website (http://www.myschool.edu.au/) and the Department of Education 
(http://www.det.wa.edu.au/schoolsonline/home.do).  

  2018 Expenditure Budget % 
1 Administration  $    16 335.98 05% 

2 Leases  $             -  

3 Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance $  121 121.07 34% 

4 Buildings, Property and Equipment $    58 446.60 16% 

5 Curriculum and Student Services $  129 757.44 36% 

6 Professional Learning $    16 689.52 05% 

7 Transfer to Reserves $    15 500.00 04% 

8 Other Expenditure $             3.02 00% 

9 Payment to Government Agencies* $      1 305.45 <1% 

10 Unallocated   

  Total $ 359 159.08  

Administration

Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Buildings, Property and Equipment

Curriculum and Student Services

Professional Learning

Transfers to Reserves

Payment to Govt. Agencies

2018 EXPENDITURE

http://www.myschool.edu.au/
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/schoolsonline/home.do

