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BUNBURY

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Rationale and Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide clear parameters within which teachers and parents/carers can work
together to support each child’s learning. These parameters reflect the diversity of students within our school,
their developmental stages, and the varied demands of family life. The policy also allows flexibility for
individual teaching styles.

Homework should support the development of students’ independence as learners. It should be purposeful,
relevant, and aligned with classroom teaching and learning programs. Tasks set will be appropriate to the
needs and abilities of students.

Homework represents an important point of connection between school and home, reflecting our shared
responsibility for each child’s education. When thoughtfully designed, homework can support improved
student outcomes by providing opportunities to consolidate and extend learning.

At the same time, the school recognises that homework must be balanced with family life, recreational
pursuits, cultural activities, and other commitments outside school hours. Our approach acknowledges these
competing demands and seeks to minimise unnecessary pressure on families.

To support choice, self-management and time-management skills, Bunbury Primary School implements a
Homework Grid approach.

Expectations of Parents/Carers
Parents/carers are asked to:
e Recognise that teachers may structure teaching and learning programs differently while working
toward the same learning outcomes.
e Understand that educators may hold differing professional views about traditional homework
practices.
o Be aware that this policy reflects contemporary research regarding effective homework programs.
o Acknowledge that valuable learning occurs both at school and at home.
e Communicate with the teacher if they have concerns about any aspect of their child’s homework.
e Guide and support their child in completing homework tasks, rather than completing tasks on their
behalf, to encourage independence.

Types of Homework Activities
Homework may include a range of activities designed to support academic, social and emotional
development, such as:

e Reading (see Home Reading section below)

e Spelling or phonics activities

e Mathematics tasks

e Online learning programs

e Voluntary projects

o Talking with an adult about learning from the school day

o Playing games, physical activity, helping at home, taking on responsibilities, and supporting others

Time Guidelines
Homework should not interfere with reasonable family, recreational, or cultural activities.
Maximum time expectations:

e Years 1-3: Up to 15 minutes per night

e Years 4-6: Up to 25 minutes per night
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Home Reading
Home Reading is considered essential to student progress and is not included as part of the homework
time allocation.
Reading should occur daily and may include:
¢ Reading set school material
e Reading aloud or silently
e Reading for enjoyment
e Being read to by an adult or sibling

Home Work Grid

At Bunbury Primary School, we broaden the definition of Homework to Home Work. The Home Work Grid
provides a balanced approach that supports both academic learning and the development of social and
emotional skills.

This approach:
o Encourages student choice and responsibility
e Supports the development of independence and time-management skills
e Recognises the value of family time
e Strengthens partnerships between school and home

The Home Work Grid is guided by the following principles:

o Homework expectations must consider the child’s social, emotional, civic and academic
development.

e Teachers will apply this policy when communicating homework expectations to parents/carers and
students.

e Research for class projects may be set as homework to promote independent study skills.

e The timeframe for completing a Homework Grid will be a minimum of five days.

e Incomplete classwork (where sufficient class time was provided) may be sent home separately and
is not considered part of the Homework Grid.

Support and Assistance
Ref: lan Lillico’s book for ideas and appendix for examples of Homework Grids

Example:
Read a variety of books Be read to by another Shopping with parents
including schoolbooks member of the family
Physical activity/ Homework Art
Sport Training
Teach your Parents Play a game with an adult | Assignments/Project
Something you were taught at research
school
Meditation/Spiritual/Relaxation | Use Computer for work. Cultural/Music practice
Parent signature

Resources

¢ lan Lilico Homework Grids
e BPS School Examples Across Year Levels
¢ |kon Guidelines: Develop a whole-school approach for homework
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https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/-/use-homework-effectively-in-your-school

